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 A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
  
As president of Southland Bible Institute I would like to 
extend to you a very special greeting.  We are pleased that 
you are considering a Bible education and have chosen to 
consider Southland as the place God would have you come.  
The Bible is not only the center of our name but is at the 
center of all areas of the ministry.  Should you choose to 
come to Southland you may rest assured that you will be 
taught by instructors who are dedicated to the Lord and to the 
ministering of the Word of God. 
 
The Word of God truly affects every area of our lives, and we 
at Southland will attempt to instill the proper attitude and 
knowledge of the Bible, enabling you to effectively serve God.  
This goal will be achieved through class work and practical 
Christian service.  After graduating from Southland you 
should possess a sound working knowledge of the Word of 
God.  Graduates of Southland have been blessed of the Lord 
in ministries here at home and on the foreign field.  
 
If the Lord should direct you to Southland, we will do 
everything within our power to assist in your preparation to 
serve God.  May God direct in this most important decision. 
 
       Arnold Adams 

                President 
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PURPOSE 
 

Southland Bible Institute was founded to meet a specific 
need.  Christian workers in this area believed that a Bible 
Institute was needed to train those who had been reached 
with the Gospel so that they, in turn, could reach others (II 
Timothy 2:2). 
 

That basic purpose has not changed in over 70 years of 
Southland's existence.  We attempt to give the earnest 
Christian a thorough knowledge of Biblical truth.  The 
purpose for such study is fourfold: 
 

 1. to encourage each student to be Christlike by a  
constant, conscious communion with the Lord 
through His Word. 

 2. to enable him to lead others into a saving 
experience of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 3.  to prepare him to be a pillar of established Christian 
testimony in his local community. 

 4. to help train him in skills necessary for full-time 
service at home or abroad. 

 

In order to accomplish these goals, Southland offers courses 
of study which: 
 

 1. acquaint students with the truths of God's Word 
along with tools for self-directed study. 

 2. promote personal communion with the Lord Jesus 
Christ and application of His truth. 

 3. expose students to the techniques of effective 
ministry in a variety of settings. 

 4.  provide students with skills necessary to effectively  
communicate God's truth to others. 

 

TRAINING THAT PREPARES FOR SERVICE 
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HISTORY 
 

In September 1942, at the insistence of several missionaries 
of the mountain area, and under the leadership of Rev. and 
Mrs. J. S. Otteson, Southland Bible Institute came into being. 
 

The original campus was located seventeen miles southeast 
of Pikeville, KY on approximately eighty acres of mountain 
land.  Christian workers had prayed for years that God would 
raise up a teaching ministry in this area.  In answer to this 
prayer, God raised up a Bible Institute and a Home Missions 
program. 

The Southland Bible Institute was opened on September 17, 
1945, with a full-time training program geared to training 
dedicated men and women to be workers for Christ both at 
home and abroad. 
 

After twenty years of a faithful and fruitful ministry, Rev. 
Otteson resigned as the President of the Institute and Rev. 
Raymond Childress, a graduate of 1949, was appointed 
President effective July 1, 1961.  In May of 1973, Rev. 
Childress resigned and, after much prayer and 
consideration, Rev. Arnold Cook, a graduate of 1949, was 
asked to assume the position. 
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The school year of 1976-1977 was one of severe testing for 
Southland.  On November 10, 1976, the ladies dorm and all 
its contents burned, including the radio and printing 
equipment of the School.  Pike County's flood in the spring of 
1977 caused considerable damage to School property.  The 
decision to relocate was made by the Board.  After extensive 
investigation, the present site of Southland Bible Institute 
was selected, and with the sale of the old campus, was 
purchased. 
 

May 6, 1977, Rev. Ken Tuinstra was commissioned as the 
new President of Southland.  Later that same year, Rev. 
Joseph Otteson was promoted to be with his Lord 
(September 17).   
 

We began the decade of the 1990's with renewed vigor and 
dedication. In 1991, Rev. Arnold Adams was appointed 
President of the Institute providing a fresh vision of the role 
of Southland in preparing men and women for service in 
God’s great harvest field. 
 

The Lord has blessed abundantly since the opening of 
Southland Bible Institute.  He has supplied and added 
facilities to meet the needs of a growing student body, and 
we believe, that He will continue to make it possible for the 
Institute to expand as the need arises. 
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Southland's alumni are found in service on the foreign and 
home mission fields, in pastorates, and in the classroom.  
Several have taken further training before going into their 
sphere of Christian service.  The men and women who have 
graduated from the school are living examples of what God 
is doing at Southland Bible Institute. 

 

LOCATION 
 

Southland Bible Institute is located in the Tri-State region 
four miles from downtown Ashland, Kentucky.  Ashland is 
readily accessible by car, bus, train, or airplane.  The 
Southland campus is less than ten miles from Interstate 64, 
four miles from highway 23, and one mile from highway 60.  
The Tri-State Airport is only thirty minutes from the School; 
bus and train connections are fifteen minutes away.  The Tri-
State region offers a variety of work opportunities along with 
many scenic and recreational facilities. 
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DOCTRINAL STATEMENT 

 
 

The Southland Bible Institute advocates a practical as well 
as a theoretical grasp of the truths of the Holy Scriptures.  
Making no apologies for its belief in the infallibility of the 
Bible, the Institute seeks to emphasize the spirit as well as 
the letter of the Word. 
 

Classroom teaching aims at one objective; namely, to 
present the Word of God as the "mold of doctrine unto which 
the Christian is delivered", for his shaping.  Realizing that 
many make the Bible teach what they believe, Southland 
Bible Institute stresses the necessity of believing what the 
Bible teaches. The King James Version is the standard Bible 
text for all classroom use.  
 

The following doctrinal statement is subscribed to annually 
by the members of the Board of Trustees, and the faculty of 
the Southland Bible Institute. 
  
Article I:  We believe in One Triune God, eternally existing 
in three persons:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  These three 
are eternal in being, identical in nature, equal in power and 
glory, and have precisely the same attributes and 
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perfections.  Deuteronomy 6:4; Matthew 28:19; John 4:24; 
10:30; II Corinthians 13:14. 
 

Article II:  We believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments to be the verbally inspired Word of God, 
the final authority for faith and practice, inerrant in the 
original writings, infallible and God-breathed.  Matthew 5:18;   
John 16:12-13; II Timothy 3:16-17; II Peter 1:20-21. 
 

Article III:  We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ was 
conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary in 
order that He might reveal God and redeem sinful man.  We 
believe that through His virgin birth He received a human 
body and a sinless human nature; and in practice He was 
sinless throughout His life.  We believe that the Lord Jesus 
Christ accomplished our redemption through His death on 
the cross as a propitiatory and substitutionary sacrifice, and 
that our redemption is made sure by His literal physical 
resurrection from the dead. Luke 1:30-35; Matthew 1:18-25; 
Romans 3:24-25; Ephesians 1:7; I Peter 1:3-5; 2:24. 
 

We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is now in Heaven, 
exalted at the right hand of God, where as our High Priest, 
He fulfills the ministry of representative, intercessor, and 
advocate.  Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25; 9:24; I John 2:1-2.   
 

We believe in that "Blessed Hope," the personal imminent 
pretribulational coming of the Lord Jesus Christ for His 
redeemed ones; and His premillennial return to the earth, 
with His saints, to establish His millennial Kingdom. 
Zechariah 14:4-11; I Thessalonians 1:10; 4:13-18; 5:9; 
Revelation 3:10; 19:11-16;  20:1-6 
 

Article IV:  We believe that man was created in the image 
and likeness of God, but that in Adam's sin the race fell, 
inherited a sinful nature and consequent alienation from 
God; and man is totally depraved and of himself, utterly 
unable to remedy his lost condition.  Genesis 1:26-27; 
Romans 3:22-23; 5:12; Ephesians 2:1-3, 12 
 



 

8 

 

We believe that salvation is the gift of God brought to man 
by grace, and received by personal faith in the shed blood of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  John 1:12; Ephesians 2:8-10; I Peter 
1:18-19 
 

We believe that all who are born of the Spirit through faith in 
the shed blood of Jesus Christ are secure in Christ forever.  
John 10:27-30; Romans 8:1, 38-39; I Peter 1:3-5; I John 
5:13. 
 

We believe that it is the privilege of believers to rejoice in the 
assurance of their salvation through the testimony of God's 
Word; which, however, clearly forbids the use of Christian 
liberty as an occasion to the flesh.  Romans 13:13-14; 
Galatians 5:13; Titus 2:11-15. 
 

We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, the saved to 
eternal life in heaven, and the unsaved to judgment and 
everlasting punishment in hell.  Matthew 25:46; John 5:28-
29; 11:25-26: Revelation 20:5, 6, 13. 
 

Article V:  We believe that every saved person possesses 
two natures, with provision made for victory of the new 
nature over the old nature through the power of the 
indwelling Holy Spirit, and that all claims of eradication of the 
old nature in this life are unscriptural.  Romans 6:13; 8:12-
13: Galatians 5:16-25: Ephesians 4:22-24; Colossians 3:10; I 
Peter 1:14-15: I John 3:5-9.  
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Article VI:  We believe that the church, which is the body 
and espoused bride of Christ, is a spiritual organism made 
up of all born-again persons of this present age.  I 
Corinthians 12:12-14; Ephesians 1:22-23; 5:25-27. 
 

We believe that establishment and continuance of local 
churches is clearly taught and defined in the New Testament 
Scriptures and that active participation in the local church is 
commanded for every believer.  Acts 14:27; 20:17, 28-32; I 
Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-11. 
 
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ has left two 
ordinances to be observed by the local churches - water 
baptism by immersion and the observance of the Lord's 
Table.  Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 2:41, 46-47; I Corinthians 
11:23-32. 
 

Article VII:  We believe that the Holy Spirit is the third 
person of the Godhead, and that He convicts the world of 
sin, of righteousness, and of judgment, and that He is the 
supernatural agent in regeneration, baptizing all believers 
into the body of Christ, indwelling and sealing them unto the 
day of redemption.  John 16:8-11; Romans 8:9; I Corinthians 
12:12-14; II Corinthians 3:6; Ephesians 1:13-14. 
 

We believe that He is the Divine Teacher who guides 
believers into all truth, enabling them to maintain a 
consistent Christian walk; and that it is the privilege and duty 
of all the saved to be filled with the Spirit.  John 16:13; 
Ephesians 5:18; I John 2:20-27; Romans 8:5-13, 26-29. 
 

Article VIII:  We believe that God is sovereign in the 
bestowment of all His gifts, and that the gifts of evangelists, 
pastors and teachers are sufficient for the perfecting of the 
saints today; and that speaking in tongues and the working 
of sign miracles gradually ceased as the New Testament 
Scriptures were completed and their authority became 
established.  We believe that speaking in tongues was never 
the common or necessary sign of the baptism nor of the 
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filling of the Spirit.  Romans 12:6-8; I Corinthians 12:4-11; II 
Corinthians 12:12; Ephesians 4:7-16. 
 

We believe that God does hear and answer the prayer of 
faith in accordance with His will on the behalf of the sick and 
the afflicted, but we believe the complete deliverance from 
bodily infirmity or death must await resurrection.  John 15:7; I 
John 5:14-15. 
 

Article IX:  We 
believe that it is the 
obligation of every 
born again believer 
to bear witness both 
by life and word, to 
the truths revealed 
in the Word of God, 
and to proclaim the 
Gospel to the world.  
Matthew 28:18-20; 
Acts 1:8; II 
Corinthians 5:19-20. 
 

Article X:  We totally reject, the modern ecumenical 
movement, and other trends toward modern liberalism as not 
in harmony with the teachings of the Word of God.  Romans 
16:17; Ephesians 5:11; Galatians 1:6-9; II Corinthians 6:17-
18; Amos 3:3. 
 

Article XI:  We believe that God created an innumerable 
company of sinless spiritual beings know as angels who are 
sent forth as ministering spirits to believers.  Hebrews 1:13-
14; Revelation 7:11-12; Psalm 91:11 
 

We believe that Satan as a person was created as an angel 
and that he and a number of other angels fell with him.  We 
believe that he is the enemy of God and the people of God 
and that his ultimate end is the lake of fire. Isaiah 14:12-15; 
Ezekiel 28:14-17; Revelation 20:7-10; Ephesians 6:11-13; I 
Peter 5:8. 
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STUDENT LIFE 
 

STANDARDS IN PERSONAL LIFE 

 
The student's life at Southland Bible Institute is designed to 
encourage and to build self-discipline in each area of his 
personality. 
 

In order to grow in one's relationship with Jesus Christ, a 
daily devotional habit must be cultivated.  Each student is 
strongly encouraged to set aside time daily for prayer and 
personal Bible study. 
 

Southland Bible Institute is not a substitute for, but an arm 
of, the local church.  Each student is expected to faithfully 
participate in a local church ministry in order to grow in areas 
of fellowship, worship, instruction, and service.  The local 
church provides the expressional complement to the 
impressionable classroom study. 
 

Members of the Southland family pledge to live lives of 
obedience to the standards set forth in the Scriptures.  
Faculty, staff, and the student body are expected to give 
wholehearted allegiance to the high moral principles of 
honesty, purity of speech, sobriety, sexual purity, and 
separation from worldliness as found in God's Word.  All 
sinful acts, including prejudice based on race, sex, or social 
status, are to be avoided. 
 

Any member of the Southland family who violates these 
Biblical principles of conduct may be counseled.  If the 
violation is corrected, the member will be allowed to continue 
his relationship with the Institute.  If counsel is rejected and 
adherence to Biblical standards refused, the offending 
member may be dismissed.  Repeated violations of Biblical 
standards of conduct may result in permanent dismissal from 
Southland Bible Institute. 
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STANDARDS IN THE CLASSROOM 
 
All students are expected to attend all class sessions 
prepared, having completed the assignments due. We 
expect that both men and women's attire be clean, neat, and 
modest at all times. Further considerations are found in the 
Student Handbook. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STANDARDS IN SCHOOL HOUSING 
 
Southland Bible Institute provides housing for full-time 
resident students at a greatly reduced rate.  The opportunity 
to live in school housing and benefit from dorm and campus 
living is a privilege, not a right.  All full time single students 
are required to live in on-campus housing dormitories.  Each 
student must meet and keep the following conditions to 
remain in school housing at the reduced rate: 
 
 1. be enrolled in and passing a minimum of 10 semester 

hours of classes. 
 2. be current in all school related payments. 
 3. be in accordance with the basic rules listed below. 

 4. be active in required school activities, including but 
     not limited to chapel. 
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 5. pets are not allowed in school housing because of  
     health reasons.  Service dogs are not pets and are 
     allowed. 

 
School housing is to be cared for in a manner worthy of the 
Lord. Further considerations are found in the Student 
Handbook. 
 

STANDARDS IN CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
 
A major part of Bible education can be learned only by 
experience.  Because this is true, each student is expected 
to be involved in the ministry of a local church during his 
training at Southland Bible Institute. The type and duration of 
ministry can be worked out with the local church, pastor, or 
mission.  If such ministry is not available for a student, 
Southland may assign that student's Christian service. 
 

All such ministry is to be carried out in a manner worthy of 
the Lord.  This includes proper preparation, good 
relationships, and faithfulness. Further considerations are 
found in the Student Handbook. 



 

14 

 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 

Recognizing the great need for the Biblical training 
Southland Bible Institute offers, and the inability of many 
who desire such training to meet the high cost of most higher 
education, Southland continues to hold the cost of its 
program to a minimum. 
 
EXPENSES 

 
Registration fee per semester      $25.00 
 
Class fees per semester hour       $25.00 
 
Room & Board per semester  $1050.00 
 
Textbooks per semester                      VARIES 

 
Examples of cost: 
 

Full-time single resident student (per semester) 
Registration $25.00 
Class fees  $400.00 (16 semester hrs)  
Room & Board $1050.00 
 
TOTAL   $1475.00 (plus textbooks) 

 
Single students arriving on campus early and/or staying 
after the semester ends may be charged $5.00/day for 
room. 
 

Full-time commuting student (per semester) 
 Registration $25.00 
 Class fees            $400.00 (16 semester hrs) 
 TOTAL      $425.00 (plus textbooks) 
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Part-time commuting student (per semester) 
 

 Registration $25.00 
 Class fees       $75.00 (3 semester hours) 
 TOTAL $100.00 (plus textbooks) 
 
The above costs are subject to change at the beginning of 
the semester after notice has been posted to this effect at 
least thirty days prior to the beginning of registration. 
 

A 50% reduction of class fees shall be granted to spouses of 
full-time students and to their children who live at home. 
 

SETTLEMENT AND 
ADJUSTMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
 

A minimum of one-fifth of the semester’s total charges will be 
due at registration. The balance will be due in four equal 
payments on the first of each month. If payment is not 
received by the 10th, a late fee of 18% of the amount due or 
$10.00, whichever is less, may be assessed. 
 

Students leaving school with an unpaid balance may be 
assessed a 1.5% fee on the 10th of each month until 
accounts are paid. 
 

REFUND POLICY 
 

The registration fee is not refundable.  Refund of class fees 
depends on the length of time a student has been in 
attendance.  The percentage of charges refunded is as 
follows: 
 

First week..........................................................     75% 
Second week ....................................................     50% 
Third week ........................................................     25% 
After the third week   ...............................    (no refund) 
 

If the student is dismissed from the Institute, no refunds will 
be granted. 
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FOR STUDENTS RECEIVING VA BENEFITS 
 

If a student who is receiving an educational assistance 
allowance from the Department of Veterans Affairs fails to 
enter the course, withdraws, or is discontinued at any time 
prior to completion of the course, the amount charged for 
registration fee and tuition for the portion of the course 
completed shall not exceed the pro rata portion of the total 
charges for the course that the length of the completed 
portion of the course bears to its total length. 

 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
 

All student accounts must be paid in full at the end of each 
semester.  Any student whose account is not paid in full at 
the end of the semester may not be allowed to enroll in the 
next semester.  Southland reserves the right to examine any 
delinquent account at mid-term with the possibility of asking 
the student who has shown no responsibility in regard to his 
or her account to leave school.  Southland is pledged to help 
those who do their best spiritually, scholastically, and 
financially.  
 

Any resident student leaving before the close of the 
semester will be expected to take all his belongings out of 
the school housing immediately. Southland will not be 
responsible for items left in school housing after the student 
severs his status as a student.  All items left in the dorm one 
month after the student leaves will be removed from the 
school housing. 
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ACADEMIC INFORMATION 
 

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 
 

Those desiring admission to Southland Bible Institute must 
give evidence of having accepted Jesus Christ as personal 
Savior and Lord.  Furthermore, each must earnestly desire 
to do the Lord's will in all things and show a willingness to 
comply with the regulations of the Institute. 
 

Southland Bible Institute will accept students regardless of 
race, color, sex, social status, and national or ethnic origin if 
the applicant meets all other requirements set forth in this 
catalog to the satisfaction of the admissions committee. 
 

High school graduates must have a transcript of grades sent 
to Southland as part of the application process. Home 
schooled students may send a transcript of grades, the 
results of the GED test, or an assessment from the primary 
teacher concerning the student's ability to do college-level 
work. Also, recognizing that there are worthy, spiritually 
qualified persons who have not finished high school, 
Southland may accept some applicants based on their 
desire and spiritual maturity. 
 

Students are admitted on probation for the first semester, 
and the faculty may request the withdrawal of any student 
who does not conscientiously try to meet all requirements. 

 
APPLICATION PROCEDURE 
 

RESIDENT STUDENTS:  those full-time students living in 
school housing. 
 

Formal application must be filed on forms provided for that 
purpose and should be in the Registrar's office no later than 
August 1 for the fall semester, and December 1 for the 
spring semester.  
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Applications received later may be considered, and students 
admitted on a first come, first served basis, as room allows. 
 

The following are necessary for application: 
  

1. a completed application form. 
 

 2. a personal letter stating the basis of faith, standards of 
Christian conduct, development in Christian service, 
and purpose in coming to Southland (as explained on 
the application form).  

 

 3.  a recent small photograph. 
 

 4. an official transcript of all credits earned in high school 
and in other schools of higher education (or a 
substitute for the same as discussed above). These 
should be sent to our office directly from the school 
from which they come. 

 

 5. medical blanks providing pertinent information. 
 

Applications are not officially accepted until all papers are 
received and action has been taken on them by the 
admissions committee.  Rooms will not be reserved until all 
papers have been received and the student is fully accepted.  
The earlier your file is complete, the sooner we can make 
our decision and assure you of acceptance. 
 
COMMUTING STUDENTS:  
full-time or part-time students 
not requiring School housing. 
 

Formal application for 
commuting students is made on 
the day(s) of registration or the 
first day the desired class 
meets.  The application form is 
to be completed with all 
pertinent information included. 
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NOTICE:  Application to Southland Bible Institute does not 
guarantee acceptance. 
 

TRANSFER STUDENTS 
 

Credit for work done in other institutions will be allowed on 
the following basis: 
 

 1. the prospective student provides Southland with a 
transcript of the previous work together with a 
statement of his standing in the school(s) from which 
he is transferring. 

 

 2. the work for which credit is desired parallels studies in 
the prospective student's course at Southland. 

 

 3. the grade evaluation for the work done in the parallel 
course is a "C-" or better. 

 

 4. the student completes at least one full year (30 sem. 
hr.) of work at Southland in addition to the credit for 
work transferred. 

  

Final validation of transfer of credit may be withheld until the 
student shows evidence of ability to perform at the "C" level 
or better following enrollment at Southland Bible Institute. 
 

CLASSIFICATION OF STUDENTS 
 

FIRST YEAR:  All regular students entering the first year of 
study and any student who has less than the required 
number of hours for Junior standing. 
 

SECOND YEAR:  All regular students having completed at 
least thirty-two academic hours with a grade point average of 
at least 2.00 at the beginning of the fall semester. 
 

THIRD YEAR:  All regular students having completed at 
least sixty-four academic hours with a grade point average of 
at least 2.00 at the beginning of the fall semester. 
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The status of a student entering the fall semester will hold for 
the entire year though he may have enough hours to move 
to an advanced classification. 
 

FULL-TIME STUDENT:  Taking minimum of 10 semester 
hours of classes per semester while following a regular 
course of study.  Note: more than 10 semester hours will 
need to be taken in order to finish a course of study in three 
years. 
 

PART-TIME STUDENT:  Taking less than 10 semester 
hours of classes per semester while following a regular 
course of study. 
 

SPECIAL STUDENT:  Taking courses of his own choosing 
for credit without following regular course of study, and not 
seeking graduation. 
 

REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION 
 

The eligibility of students for graduation is determined by the 
faculty on the following bases: 
 

 1. approved Christian character evidenced by one’s 
stability, cooperation, and submission to discipline 
and rule, and a good testimony to those outside the 
school family. 

 

 2.  At least a "C" average in the required courses of the 
chosen program of study.  All required courses must 
have been completed. 

 

 3.  At least a "C" average in all required Language Arts 
courses. 

 

 4.  Participation in practical Christian ministry. 
 

5. Satisfactory settlement of all financial obligations to the 
school. 
 

6. Approval by members of the School faculty. Each 
candidate will be interviewed by the administration of 
the school prior to graduation. 
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GRADING SYSTEM 
 

Each student's work is evaluated according to the following 
standard: 

 
A = outstanding             (94-100%)  4 grade points 
B = above average    (86-93%)  3 grade points 
C = average     (79-85%)  2 grade points 
D = below average    (70-78%)  1 grade point 
F = failing      (00-69%)  0 grade point 
S = satisfactory completion of a nonacademic course 
U= unsatisfactory completion of a nonacademic course 
 

I = Incomplete.  Incompletes will be granted only in cases of 
emergency.  Incompletes must be made up within two weeks 
of the close of the semester.  Failure to complete class work 
within the specified time will result in a grade of "F."  An 
extension may be granted by the Academic Dean. 

 
Also used, by permission of the Academic Dean are: 
WP = withdrawn, passing 
WF = withdrawn, failing 
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To continue in regular standing, the student must maintain 
an average of at least "C" for all work attempted.  Any 
student falling below this level will be placed on probation.  
If, after one semester of probation, the student is unable to 
achieve a "C" average, he will be counseled concerning the 
continuation of his educational pursuit. 

 
Classes may be retaken to improve a below average or 
failing grade.  The last grade earned is considered the grade 
of record as it pertains to credit toward graduation. 
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CURRICULUM 
 

CONCERNING OUR COURSES 
 

Southland Bible Institute is a specialized institution training 
men and women for ministry, and offering a solid Biblical 
basis for life in general.  The curriculum is set up as a three 
year course of study designed to give students a thorough, 
working knowledge of the Word of God, to make them 
proficient in evangelizing and edifying others, and to equip 
them for various types of Christian service. 

 
Southland has not sought accreditation, but uses God and 
His Word as its standard.  Here we find the measures of 
faithfulness, spiritual growth, and excellence sufficient to 
keep us striving to improve. 

 
Every student at Southland majors in Bible.  First year 
courses lay the foundation for those which are taken in the 
subsequent years.  After this foundational year, each student 
may choose one or more areas of emphasis to enter and 
pursue.  At present, Southland offers emphases in Pastoral 
studies, Christian Education and Christian Missions.  Each 
emphasis leads to a diploma. 

 
Students studying in a specific field may choose subjects 
from other fields described in the catalog provided they 
qualify scholastically.  In no instance will the school be 
obligated to arrange its schedule of classes to accommodate 
the requests for subjects outside the student’s field of 
concentration. 
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BASIC FOUNDATION COURSES 
 

The following classes lay the foundation for subsequent courses, 
and are required of all students following a regular course of 
study. 
 

FIRST YEAR 
 

FALL SEMESTER    Semester hours 
 
BS111 Old Testament Law (Pentateuch) ...................................... 3  3 
BA111 Gospel of John  ....................................................... 2 
BR111 Bible Study Methods ......................................................... 2 
TH111 Theology I ......................................................................... 3   3 
PT111 Personal Evangelism ........................................................ 2 
LA101 Biblical Stewardship .......................................................... 2 
LA111 English Grammar for Christians ......................................... 3 
Ministry Skills [1] Chapel [1] .......................................................... 2 2 
(* LA 103 English Basics for Christians) ............................ total  19 
 
SPRING SEMESTER 
 

BS122 New Testament Survey ..................................................... 3 
BA122 Romans ............................................................................ 2 
TH122 Theology II ........................................................................ 3 
MI112 Local Church and Missions ................................................ 2 
CE112 Introduction to Christian Education ................................... 2 
MU112 Fundamentals of Music .................................................... 2 
LA122 English Composition for Christians .................................... 3 
Ministry Skills [1] Chapel [1] .......................................................... 2 
( * LA 104 English Basics for Christians) .......................... total   19 
 

(* see course descriptions for LA 103 & LA 104 ) 
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CORE COURSES  
The following are core courses for the second and third years of 
study. These are common to each emphasis and provide the Bible 
major for each student. 
 

SECOND YEAR 
 

FALL SEMESTER             Semester hours 
 

BS231 Old Testament History..................................................................... 3 
BA231 Acts .................................................................................................. 2 
BR221 Hermeneutics .................................................................................. 2 
TH231 Theology III ...................................................................................... 3 
LA231 Speech for Christian Students ......................................................... 2 
Ministry Skills [1] Chapel [1] ........................................................................ 2 
plus courses in area of emphasis (4 hr)                                          total 18 
 

SPRING SEMESTER                                              Semester hours 
 

BS242 Old Testament Prophets ................................................................. 3 
BA242 Galatians/Ephesians ....................................................................... 2 
BR232 Bible History & Geography .............................................................. 2 
TH242 Theology IV ..................................................................................... 3 
PT222 Christian Ethics ................................................................................ 2 
Ministry Skills [1] Chapel [1] ........................................................................ 2 
plus courses in area of emphasis  (4 hr)                                         total 18 
 

THIRD YEAR 
 

FALL SEMESTER                                                   Semester hours 
 

BS351 Old Testament Poetry ......................................................... 3 

BA351 Isaiah ............................................................................................... 3 
BR351 Life of Christ .................................................................................... 3 
PT361 Church History I ............................................................................... 3 
Ministry Skills [1] Chapel [1] ........................................................................ 2 
plus courses in area of emphasis  (4 hr)                                        total 18 
 

SPRING SEMESTER                                              Semester hours 
 

BA362 Revelation ....................................................................................... 3 
BA372 Corinthians ...................................................................................... 3 
TH362 Biblical Introduction ......................................................................... 2 
PT372 Church History II .............................................................................. 3 
PT382 Cults................................................................................................. 2 
Ministry Skills [1] Chapel [1] ........................................................................ 2 
plus courses in area of emphasis (4 hr)                                          total 19 
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BIBLE/PASTORAL EMPHASIS 
This course is designed especially for those interested in training 
for the pastoral ministry.  Instructors teach from a firm Biblical 
foundation, and from years of experience in pastoral work.  Those 
graduating from this Bible course will have a minimum of forty-five 
hours of study in the Bible, thirty-five in theology and practical 
theology, and enough hours in other basic subjects to enhance 
their ability to effectively communicate the Bible message. 
 

SECOND YEAR 
 
FALL SEMESTER               Semester hours 
 
PT231  Homiletics I ....................................................................... 2 
TH251 Apologetics ....................................................................... 2 
 
SPRING SEMESTER ............................................ Semester hours 
 
PT242 Homiletics II ...................................................................... 2 
CE242 Principles of Church Administration ................................... 2 
 

THIRD YEAR 
 
FALL SEMESTER ................................................. Semester hours 
 
PT351 Pastoral Theology I ........................................................... 2 
MI351 Church Establishment and Development .......................... 2 
 
SPRING SEMESTER ............................................ Semester hours 
 
PT352 Pastoral Theology II .......................................................... 2 
BA--- Elective .......................................................................... 2-3 
 
Minimum needed for graduation - 83 hours in core studies 
     16 hours in Pastoral studies 

12 hours in non-academic 
ministry (see page 40). 
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BIBLE/CHRISTIAN EDUCATION EMPHASIS 
With an emphasis on local church ministry, this course is designed 
to train students for service in the varied field of Christian 
education with an emphasis on local church ministry.  Graduates 
of this course will have had a minimum of forty-five hours of study 
in the Bible, fifteen hours of Christian Education classes, plus 
enough hours in other basic subjects to enhance one's ability as a 
communicator of God's truth. 
 

SECOND YEAR 
 
FALL SEMESTER ................................................. Semester hours 
 
CE221 Christian Teaching Techniques ......................................... 2 
CE231 Christian Education of Children ......................................... 2 
 
SPRING SEMESTER ............................................ Semester hours 
 
CE252 Audiovisual Aids ................................................................ 2 
CE242 Principles of Church Administration ................................... 2 
 

THIRD YEAR 
 
FALL SEMESTER ................................................. Semester hours 
 
CE361 Christian Education of Youth ............................................. 3 
BA--- Elective .......................................................................... 2-3 
 
SPRING SEMESTER ............................................ Semester hours 
 
CE372 Christian Education of Adults ............................................ 2 
BA--- Elective .......................................................................... 2-3 
 
Minimum needed for graduation - 83 hours in core studies 

 16 hours in Christian Ed. 
 12 hours in non-academic 

ministry (see page 40). 
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BIBLE/CHRISTIAN MISSIONS EMPHASIS 
Southland offers a distinct advantage in preparing students to 
serve the Lord in our Appalachian area, in the USA, and around 
the world as missionary pastors, church planters/developers, 
youth and children’s workers. The graduate will have a foundation 
of forty-five hours of study in the Bible, up to eighteen hours of 
Missions and related courses, with possibilities of combining 
missions with Christian education and/or Pastoral training to meet 
a variety of missions ministry needs. 
 

SECOND YEAR 
 
FALL SEMESTER    Semester hours 
 

MI221 Christian Missions through the Ages ................................. 2 
MI242 Principles and Practices of Missions ................................. 2 
 
SPRING SEMESTER Semester hours 
 

CE242 Principles of Church Administration ................................... 2 
MI231 Cross Cultural Communications ........................................ 2 
 
 

THIRD YEAR 
 
FALL SEMESTER Semester hours 
 

MI351 Church Establishment and Development (men) ................ 2 
MI361 The Woman and Her Ministry (women) ............................. 2 
BA--- Elective .......................................................................... 2-3 
 
SPRING SEMESTER Semester hours 
 

MI362 The Christian and World Religions .................................... 2 
BA--- Elective .......................................................................... 2-3 

 
Minimum needed for graduation - 83 hours in core studies 
    16 hours in Missions studies 

12 hours in non-academic 
ministry (see page 40). 
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

Note: all hours shown are semester hours 
 
Bible Synthesis – each section of the Bible is studied in survey 
fashion in a semester’s time providing an overview of the entire 
Bible necessary to understanding each part.  Each course deals 
with the authorship, occasion, purpose, character, and content of 
each book of the Bible. 
  
BS111 OT Law (Pentateuch) Genesis – Deuteronomy ............ 3 
BS122NT Survey Matthew – Revelation .............     3 
BS231OT History Joshua – Esther ......................... 3 
BS242OT Prophets Jeremiah – Malachi .................... 3 
BS351OT Poetry Job – Song of Solomon .............. 3 
 
Bible Analysis – detailed studies of the following books are made 
dealing with background, basic outline, argument, content, and 
practical application of each book. 
 
REQUIRED COURSES ......................................................... hours 
BA111 Gospel of John .................................................................. 2 
BA122 Romans ............................................................................ 2 
BA231 Acts ................................................................................... 2 
BA242 Galatians/Ephesians ......................................................... 2 
BA351 Isaiah ................................................................................ 3 
BA362 Revelation ......................................................................... 3 
BA372 Corinthians ........................................................................ 3 
 
ELECTIVE COURSES........................................................... hours 
BA382 Daniel ...........................................................................     3 
BA133 Pastoral Epistles ............................................................... 2 
BA221 Hebrews............................................................................ 2 
BA331 Prison Epistles .................................................................. 2 
BA141 I, II, III John, Jude ............................................................. 2 
BA252 Leviticus ............................................................................ 2 
BA362 I, II Peter ........................................................................... 2 
 

Other analytical studies may be added at the discretion of 
the faculty based on interest and need. 
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Bible Related 
 

BR111 Bible Study Methods ........................................... 2 hours 
A foundational course designed to teach student how to approach 
a serious study of God's Word, how to make best use of available 
tools, and how to utilize various methods of Bible study. 
 

BR131 Bible Customs (elective) ..................................... 2 hours 
A course designed to introduce the life-styles and customs of the 
Bible's writers and characters to give a clearer understanding of 
God's Word. 
 

BR221 Hermeneutics ....................................................... 2 hours 
This study of Biblical interpretation offers guidelines for properly 
understanding Scripture in general and for interpreting the difficult 
areas of prophecy, poetry, parables, and problem passages.  
(prerequisite:  Bible Study Methods) 
 

BR232 Bible History and Geography ............................. 2 hours 
A comprehensive course surveying the entire Bible from four basic 
viewpoints: historical, chronological, biographical, and 
geographical.  These viewpoints will help the student better 
understand and appreciate the design of Scripture as a whole. 
 

BR341 Life of Christ  ....................................................... 3 hours 
A comprehensive study of the events in the life of Jesus as 
recorded in the Gospels.  Emphasis is given to the Virgin Birth, 
parables, teachings, death, and resurrection of our Lord.  A 
harmony and chronology of the Gospels is studied. 
 

 
Theology 
 

TH111 Theology I   ....................................................... 3 hours 
A thorough study of the teachings of Scripture in regard to 
Bibliology (the Bible), Theology proper (God Himself), and 
Christology (Jesus Christ). 

 

TH122 Theology II  ....................................................... 3 hours 
A thorough study of the teachings of Scripture concerning 
Pneumatology (Holy Spirit), Dispensations, Covenants, and 
Angelology (angels, including Satan). 
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TH231 Theology III  ....................................................... 3 hours 
An intensive study of the teachings of Scripture in regard to 
Anthropology (man), Harmartiology (sin) and Soteriology 
(salvation). 
 

TH242 Theology IV  ....................................................... 3 hours 
A thorough study of the teachings of Scriptures concerning the 
key concepts of Ecclesiology (the church), and Eschatology (last 
things). 
 

TH251 Apologetics  ....................................................... 2 hours 
A survey course designed to help each student present the 
reasonableness of the Christian faith.  A defense of historic 
Biblical truths is studied to encourage and ground the student in 
his faith. 
 

TH362 Biblical Introduction ............................................ 2 hours 
A thorough study of the process of Scripture from God to us.  
Areas of emphasis include inspiration, canonization, and 
transmission of the Biblical text. 
 

 

 

Practical Theology 
 

PT111 Personal Evangelism ........................................... 2 hours 
A course designed to acquaint each student with the Biblical basis 
and means of presenting the gospel to the unsaved and training 
the new convert.  Scripture memory and practical experience 
reinforce the classroom study 
 

PT221 Christian Ethics   ............................................. 2 hours 
A study of the Biblical principles for conduct in the Christian life.  
Scriptural principles are discussed and applied as the authoritative 
basis for action in personal and social conduct. 
 

PT231 Homiletics I  ... ………………………………2 hours 
A course designed to provide the foundation for sermon 
preparation and delivery.  Topics such as the pastor's 
qualifications, his library, and types of sermons are discussed.  
Practical work in outlining is also involved.  (prerequisite:  Speech) 
 

 
 



 

32 

 

PT242 Homiletics II  ............................................ 2 hours 
Building upon the foundation of Homiletics I, this course allows the 
student to put into practice the theory learned.  Sermon 
preparation, presentation, and evaluation are stressed. 
(prerequisite:  Homiletics I) 
 

PT351 Pastoral Theology I  ............................................ 2 hours 
A study of the Pastor’s role in the various offices and 
circumstances of church work.  Topics discussed include the 
Pastor’s personal life, public ministry, and administrative 
relationships. 
 

PT352 Pastoral Theology II  ............................................ 2 hours 
The second semester of this study of the life and practice of the 
Pastor.  Emphasis of this study is on Pastoral counseling. 
(prerequisite:  Pastoral Theology I) 
 

PT361 Church History I  ............................................ 3 hours 
A survey of Christianity from Pentecost to the Reformation, 
emphasizing God’s providential work in the movement of history.  
Students are introduced to key men and doctrine through research 
and report. 
 
T372 Church History II  ............................................ 3 hours 
A survey of Christianity from the Reformation to present day.  A 
study of the present condition of Christianity caps the discussion.  
Research and report again introduce key men and ideas. 
(prerequisite:  Church History I) 

 

PT382 Cults  ............................................ 2 hours 
A study of the history, doctrine and practice of four key cult groups 
with a view of confronting their follower with the true Gospel 
message.  The approach is offered as a model for dealing with 
other doctrinal heresy. 
(prerequisite:  Theology I, II, III, IV) 
 

PT39 Biblical Counseling (elective) ................................ 2 hours 
A study of the general principles and methods of biblical 
counseling designed to help the Christian worker deal with 
common problems arising from non-biblical lifestyles. 
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Language Arts 
 
LA101 Biblical Stewardship ........................................... 2 hours 
A foundational course providing the student with necessary Bible 
based skills to be successful in college level studies and life in 
general. Help in proper use of time, finances, and abilities are 
discussed and practiced.  
 

LA103-104 English Basics for Christians .... 1.5/sem = 3 hours 
A foundational course in the study and practice of English 
Grammar at a slower pace than LA111 below for those whose 
diagnostic test reveals the need for basic review. Satisfactory 
completion of both semesters will be counted equivalent to LA111. 

 

LA111 English Grammar for Christians ........................ 3 hours 
A foundational course in the study and practice of English 
Grammar preparing the student to effectively study and 
communicate the Word of God.  Emphasis is upon the basic parts 
of speech and sentence construction. 
 

LA122 English Composition for Christians .................. 3 hours 
The study and practice of communication in written form.  
Sentence structure, punctuation, and spelling are emphasized.  
Opportunity for practice is given through assignments. 
(prerequisite:  English Grammar) 
 

LA132 Speech for Christian Students ........................... 2 hours 
The study and practice of spoken communication.  Instruction in 
principles of public speech preparation and presentation are 
reinforced as students prepare and deliver speeches. 
 

LA241 Introduction to Sign Language (elective) .......... 2 hours 
A beginning course teaching 600 basic signs to prepare the 
student to sign and read the signs of a deaf person.  Other topics 
will center on the elements of a deaf ministry in a local church, 
including evangelism. 
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Christian Education 
 

CE112 Introduction to Christian Education  .................. 2 hours 
A foundational course which includes a Biblical and historical 
survey of education, and an introduction to key educational issues 
designed to provide each student with a basis for a Biblical 
philosophy of ministry. 
 

CE221 Techniques for Christian Teaching .................... 2 hours 
A basic course dealing with principles and methods of lesson 
preparation and teaching.  Practice teaching is included in the 
study to reinforce the classroom theory.      (prerequisite:  Speech) 
 

CE231 Christian Education of Children ......................... 2 hours 
A study of the basic characteristics and needs of children from 
birth to age eleven.  Methods and materials for evangelizing and 
teaching children are discussed to prepare the student for ministry 
in a variety of settings. 
 

CE242 Principles of Administration ............................... 2 hours 
A study dealing with the Biblical concept of leadership, principles 
of personal management, and the practice of group 
administration.  Topics include planning, organizing, and 
motivation. 
 

CE252 Audiovisual Aids .................................................. 2 hours 
A study of the theory and practice of making and using various 
types of audio and visual media to aid in the ministry of 
teaching/preaching.  Students will create and demonstrate original 
work. 
 

CE361 Christian Education of Youth .............................. 2 hours 
A study of the culture, characteristics, and needs of young people 
with a view of determining effective methods and materials for an 
effective youth ministry.  Topics emphasized include evangelism, 
counseling, and Bible study for youth. 

 

CE372 Christian Education of Adults ............................. 2 hours 
A study of the basic characteristics and needs of various adults, 
and methods and materials that are available to help minister to 
adults and to help them minister to others. 
 

CE382 Introduction to Christian Camping (elective) ..... 2 hours 
A course designed to introduce the student to the ministry of 
Christian camping and to prepare him to work effectively in the 
camp setting. 
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Missions 
 

MI112 Local Church and Missions ................................. 2 hours 
A study of the Biblical foundation for world missions.  Students 
learn the importance of a workable missions program in the local 
church ministry and the basics of the missionaries’ preparation 
and work. 
 

MI221 Christian Missions through the Centuries .......... 2 hours 
A survey of great missionaries, Biblical movements, achievements 
and methods that have enhanced the great missionary movement 
through the years. Special attention will be given to the time 
period from 1500 to present, and on our own Appalachian area. 
 

MI231 Cross Cultural Communications ......................... 2 hours 
A practical course designed to better understand different cultures 
and how best to minister in them from the Biblical perspective. 
 

MI242 Principles and Practice of Missions .................... 2 hours 
A study of the working of mission boards today to aid the student 
in the selection of a field and board.  Current trends in missions 
are observed and evaluated. 
 

MI351 Church Establishment and Development (men) . 2 hours 
Biblical and practical principles are derived from Paul and others 
to assist the servant in Christ in starting new churches and in 
revitalizing existing ones 
 

MI361 The Woman and Her Ministry (women) ............... 2 hours 
An examination of Biblical principles of personal, domestic, and 
ministry life of the wife and single lady in the work of the Lord. 
 

MI362 The Christian and World Religions ...................... 2 hours 
A survey study of the tenets of the various major world religions 
with a view of understanding and evangelizing the people who 
follow them. 
 

MI381 Discipleship Making (elective) ............................. 2 hours 
A thorough study of Christ’s principles and example in training His 
disciples to reach the world. 
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Music 
 

MU112  Fundamentals of Christian Music ..................... 2 hours 
A foundational course providing the basics of music theory, 
construction, and philosophy. Also included are the elements of 
planning a church music program and congregational song 
leading. 
 

Applied Music                                                 
Students are given opportunity to participate in a variety of 
practical musical experiences including singing in choir and other 
music groups, leading or accompanying congregational singing, 
taking voice and/or instrument lessons.  (This is not considered an 
academic course.) 
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Ministry Skills 
 

Ministry Skills – each semester ........................................ 1 hour  
Resident students are given opportunity to participate in a variety 
of practical work skills which will prove useful in many types of 
ministry.  This course is automatically included in the resident 
student's schedule each semester.  Exceptions will be considered 
on an individual basis. (This is not considered an academic 
course.) (Note: those who do not participate in this course [for example, 

commuting students] may substitute 2 hours of academic credit per year 
to complete their course of study.) 
  

Chapel – each semester .................................................... 1 hour 
Chapel services are scheduled at least 3 times each week to 
acquaint the students with a variety of ministry approaches and 
opportunities. Area and visiting pastors and missionaries present 
Biblical messages and ministries to challenge the student body in 
their relationship with Christ.  (This is not considered an academic 
course.) (Note: those who do not participate in this course [for example, 
commuting students] may substitute 2 hours of academic credit per year 
to complete their course of study.) 
 

Christian Service 
Students are given opportunity to put into practice what they are 
learning by participating in the ministries of local church and area 
missions. (This is not considered an academic course.) 
 
 


